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SEMEURST, NY,

3 Elmhurst,N.Y. Avgust 6,1977.
Following your advice, I am senéing hereby & draft of the propesed letter to the
authorities mentioned by you. 'here is so much to write about, that [ could not

limit myself to an one-sheet regular size letter, I used a legal size sheet.,

As you know, the main point of the dispute is whether my "true home" and "domicile"
during 1962 - 1974 was Washington or MNew York, one of the arguments being the ridicu-
lous point of a bathroom exclusively for myself. (See "Pranscript of Hearing,.. PP 31-
32, Enclosure # 6 to the feference letter in my letter to the Inspector General.)

Another point is thatv I have been for more than 30 days per year in New York.

This is true, but does not constitute a reason to declare my "true home" being in
New York. The federal tax authorities know the facts about this case, but have never
contested my assertstion that Washington, D.C. was my "domicile, true- and taxhome",
although I drew their attention to the case by writing them in 1973 (enclosure # 8 to
- see above). But New York tax authorities capriciously decided for me that my
"true home" was New Yorki

There are many misstatements and errors in the "Findings of Pacts" and "Conclu-
sions of Law" of the N.Y.State Tax Commission's decision of March 5,1973. I have
mentioned ihose discrepancies point by point in my "Findings... " (enclosure # 4 to
- see above). It would have been a "clean case" in a Court, but - as you know,

I had no means to pursue this costly way. Now, all the later claims for taxes are ba-
sed on this decision, despite the fact that I have officially protested against this
in my "Petition for redetermination...” filed with the N.Y.State Tax Commission on
¥ay 3, 1974, point 4 ( you have a copy of it).

Since I asked for extention of time to file a new "Petition for redeternimation...”
against the last claim for taxes for 1973 and 1974, should I now send one sy of
the drafted letter to the Commissioner of the N.Y.State Tax Commissioner also? And
should I file the pew petition now, simultaneously with the drafted letter, or is
it too early for this?

I have been in contact with the American Army since the time when Estonia was still
a free country. I am attaching here a copy of a report by the American Military
Attache G.B.Guenther, Major G.S., as an evidence of this fact, I found this document
in the National Archives when doing research work there. What do you think, does it
make sense to add copies of this document to the letters being sent out? '

My wife and myself are tortured and exhausted by this struggle. We have been
through very bard periods of time, like the communist putch in Estonia in 1924 and
two flights from communists,in 1940 and 1944. We were glad that we after long troub-
les landed in this free country, the United States,where we thought to find understan-
ding, justice and peace of mind. But now we are close to desperation...

My wife has suggested long ago that a letter should be sent to the President of
the United States, to show him which intricate laws are used to get double taxes
out of people who have no means to go to court against tax authorities of some sta-
tes. What do you suggest, either to send or not?

Thank you very much for your help!

Kurgvel.

P.S. I am sorry you could not reach me on phone earlier. Y{g could havg/better
results if calling early in the morning, around 8 o'dock or late in the evening,
after 9 o'clock. We are often in the garden during the daytime and do not hear the
telsphone there. Even if indoors,and in the single room which is airconditioned, it
is })osqlble that the no:.se of the airgonditioning covers' the ringing of the phone.
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Your help is being requested because I am unable to cope with this |
';: oroolem any longer, I do not have sufficient incore to hire a battery of lawyers
’ to fight my case. Technically I suppose the State of New York is correct, however
\ ; the law must be able to consider the human side and the fact that I did what I )
5 believed would be correct, low I am caught by two taxing juriscictions, Wew York i
‘l and the District of Columbia, both claiming that I am their resident. Tew York 2
N 4 . claims that I am theirz resident even though I never lived there for 22 years
: * excapt #m when visiting my wife and famly. Yot only do they ask me to pay taxes
3 but they assess interest and penalties in addition, 1
7; In 1951, ‘when T was living as a refugee in West Gerrany, the U.S.
R Government engaged me, a former commissioned officer of the Zstonian irmy, for
i work which had to be done in West Germany. At that time one of =y sons was -
’;t' already in the United States attending Clemson College in Soutn Sardlina, I R
‘ vianted my fanmily in the Jnited States so my wife and other son came ic itne
. : Y, S, in Jeanuary 1952, settling in an Sstonian comunity in Y¥ew York City.
' ToExaimcondEemNy Wnere I knew sne would dmodiakernaar=xafx provided assistance ‘ o
' o ' if it should become necessary. I remained in Germany to contime worlking for )‘\ N ’
) : the U.S. Govemj;ent. ) 5
In February 1953 tne location of this job vas shifbed fram Cermany '
l to Wasnington, D. ‘C. and I had to relocate there. Iy emdlower sugzgested thab . : -

v family rermain in Yew York decause I would be krmmytrz training and traveling
¥ v 3

= i _ for an extended pericd of time. Ib was not until sometine later that my familyy 2
| 2

v : .. e . X LeQACEs T WIRE FCOR 3 N
i conld join me, but by that time 7 wife had a decent job and 1T made ror: sense, -
: ' : . o ., 2 -
: s anaRrrRETREITEsge noner wise; for us to remain sesarated Tor/Tim tire. -

45 it turned.out the sesaration lasted for the full time I wotied in Vazhinglong o
T

and lived in a .ess-twmbamoamweserts single furnished Lodte Dol LG AT TS,
A .
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Subjects Request for nalp in income tax dispute with the State of New York.
Reference: Tax appeal Yo 0 001934.
-

Sir, ’ :
In 1951, w I was living as g refugee in Yest Germany, the U.S.Govermment
engaged me, a/Tormer cosnissioned offigcer of the/Estonian Awmy,-ic jad which
e in West Germany,/ At that time ghe of uy sons was already ¢n the
United Stafes attending Clesdn College in Sodta Carolira. Ay wife and the segdnd
ted to the Gaited' States in Jamuaty, 1952 and settled in Hey York, A Yo
I rem,aiyéd in Germany iue /o ny above-mentioned job.” £ ;
February 1953 ths/location of thi_g’ Job was sniftéd from Gerpiny to Washing-
ton, H.C. and I had to re}c:pate the: % HE fanily remadped in Hew.York. f vas
\ e v . <
esspitialior = Jo N s el e
We were poor, had both to work in order to
sfhools. We worked hard and lived v thriftily: ;
earsinonemrgishedmom, oy wife and one sop in Hew Yok, in a very small PR
2 one-bedroom_apagtaent, and later,/since 1963, ia s apartment, " »
' & followed the laws of the ldHd a5 well as we knew how to. e paid the fede- ; .
ral taxes and tho state taxes. The latter I paid in Washington, 2.Cyf as these
were deducted from my salary, and my wife in New York, indicating in her tax :
returns that I, her hsoand, was living, working and paying taxzes in D.C.. We had H
no difficulties witk the authorities.
This hard but harmonious life contimed for 13 years, Thend in 1966, the
State of MNew York star:ed to demand taxes from my income earned in D.C., The
charges reached back ic 1952, being based on a very complicated technical inter—
relation betwesn the State of Hew York and the District of Colunbdia, which was
interpreted differeatly by doth sides, both claiming taxes from ne.
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I could rot understand the moral of this double taxation. pwever,- to -keep

my peace of mind, I zaid %o the N.Y.authorities, under protest, the difference
between the D.J. a2nd *n2 N.Y. taxes as requested by the N.Y.authorities.
But then, Newy York authorities found that I must poy the texes in full, together
with interests and a_x fine. I could not arford to charge a batiery of lawyers to

- fight ths case and I tzerefore paid the requested anount, again under protest,
becsusa I found it an utterly injust request. Followed new requests for taxes for :
later years, up to 1974 wher I was retired at tre age of .
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ALl *this has cost 32, desides the tazes which I paid regularly to Washington,
D.C., unrecoverabls costs of more than $ 4,000, Additiozal chargss up to approxi-—
mately 3 8.000 are still panding. This financial curden ( which is very large
in view of my conmservative income and consequently meager savings), and the mental
anguish caused by this struggle,which has lested and tormented me over eleven
.years, threatens o ruin me and becone a burden to society.

In this desperziz situation I am asking for your kind help, sspecially to the
__effect that the tax auznorities of the State of ifew Yoric consider the humane side
of this case, dm3 the chades ageinsi me and return the amcunt waich [ have paid
in escrow. I+ night b2 necessary 1o use intricate technisalities, and a lot of

expensive time of th2 tax authorities, when dealing with clever ozportunists, -
vhen millions of dollers are involved. Buil not in tkis case o
employ22, wroo has 5 4 the Governnent honestly for over 23
what iz 2xpacted of &z ordéinary citizea. Bspecially %
employes, w#ho arrived %o th2 U.3, a2ppart from ais 7
the cloizes on his bacz { just like nis ramily;,
15, wWho never incurred o deo

r assigtancs 1 satt

a saall and pauper
vezrsy wio has dons
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HespeciTully,




